
Ali Darke: ‘Making Connections’ ADI PGR Conference 
 
This is a proposal for a 10/15 minutes presentation at the conference introducing a 
recent cycle of work in my research and practice as part of my Professional 
Doctorate studies in Fine Art. 
 
I created the “Wild Woman” during the Summer Lodge artists’ residency at 
Nottingham Trent University and she has since haunted my thinking. Stepping onto 
the plinth and into the image, literally embodying the object “of” and object “in” my 
work has set off a chain reaction. I was self-aware at the time and afterwards that 
subject and object were fusing.  
 
The “Wild Woman’s” presence came out of research connecting the characteristics 
of the Witch, the Wilder Mann from European folk lore, details of my own family 
history and imagery from my dreams. Since her first performative acts, I have been 
investigating in psychoanalytical theory, the role of intersubjectivity in the formation 
of a sense of self in relation to the other, to understand her ‘being’ more deeply. 
Significant in this theory is the emerging psyche’s topography of the body, mapped in 
space through the sensitivity of the skin, as it touches and is touched by the other. 
The skin then is the liminal border between internal and external perception, a 
threshold for an alchemical exchange.  
 
The existential quest or longing is for a return to connectivity, a relational project.  
However, the all-embracing other is still an impossible and elusive illusion, always 
and forever beyond reach and as I discovered in researching the skin-ego can also 
turn out to be a neglectful, abrasive, or suffocating threat.  It is all the stuff of life’s 
drama; comedy, tragedy, love, anxiety, terror, madness and melancholy. 
 
In the light of these ideas I will re-visit the “Wild Woman” while also examining how 
intersubjectivity is vibrantly woven, not only in the relationship between artist, object 
and viewer, but the very fabric of the art-work, in the practice of Louise Bourgeois 
and Anthony Gormley. 
 

                    


